
*Introit      “Joy To the World”           #246 VS  2, 4 

 

A  Community in Prayer 
Celebration of Birthdays and Anniversaries                

                  Happy Birthday to you;  Anniversary, too.  
                  May the Lord bless and keep you—Another year through. 

(Smilestones to Baby Bear Hugs) 
 

Sharing Joys and Concerns 
Time of Silence 
Lord’s Prayer 

Hearing the Word of God 
 
*Hymn before the Message    “The First Noel”                       #245 Vs 3, 4, 5 
 
*Invitation to the Word               Pastor Jodie 
Open our hearts and minds to the light of your word read and preached. 
 
*Reading from the New Testament Book of 2 Timothy 1:6-10 
*Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 2:11-12 
 
*Response to the Word             
We rejoice in the mystery made plain through the good news of the babe 
of Bethlehem. May this good news transform us and guide us as we seek 
to follow the star of love and light. 
 
 

Message 

“Striking Appearance” 
 

 

Faith Church   
Epiphany Sunday  

January 5, 2020 

 
 In the Northern Hemisphere, we are experiencing the darkness of midwinter. Days are short and nights 

long. But there are other forms of darkness—poverty, war, injustice, oppression, hatred, prejudice, fear—
forms that also affect us just as they did the people of biblical times. In God’s Word,  light breaks through the 

darkness: a prophet calls us to arise and see the light of liberation and peace, reconciliation and joy; the 
psalmist prays for a ruler who will light the way of his people with righteousness, prosperity, and an end to 
oppression and injustice, and the Magi follow the light of a star, finding more than they were looking for, to 

return home transformed. 

 

Gathering & Prayer 
Welcome/Announcements               Pastor Jodie 
Children’s Time                 Pastor Jodie 
Ringing the Bell 

(Children are dismissed for Sunday School) 

 
*Introit            “Joy To The World”            #246 vs. 1 
*Words To Gather By                    Lesta Wright 
Arise; shine, for your light has come! 
We are called out of our darkness into light. 
Lift up your eyes and look around. 
We rejoice in the gift of light. 
Come let us worship the God of light and joy and peace. 
We come to kneel at the cradle of the babe, the light incarnate. 
 
Opening Prayer         
Let us Pray:  God of promise and light, open our eyes this morning, that 
we may see your light in the darkness. Open our hearts, that we may 
perceive your promises of justice and righteousness fulfilled in the babe 
of Bethlehem. May we, like the Magi, have a star to guide us on our  
journey to find the one who will truly set us free. May this time of  
worship bring us closer to you, that the good news of the birth of light 
and love will transform our lives. Amen  



The Great Thanksgiving for Epiphany  
 
 
Prayer of Confession                Pastor Jodie 
Ever-patient God, we are a people who live in darkness.  We stumble around 
bombarded by news of war and poverty, famine, injustice and oppression. 
The weight of these can overwhelm us. Help us be people of light, shining 
your light of love, peace, hope and joy into all the dark places of our lives and 
world. Unlock the mystery and glory of the babe born in Bethlehem. Turn our 
aimless wanderings into a journey of purpose guided by your star. Let the 
light break into our lives and our world, and transform us into followers of 
the babe born in the manger. 
 
Time of Silence 
Words of Assurance 
As certain as the dawn follows the night, so is the promise of God's  
forgiveness and love for us all. Arise and Shine. Follow the star.  Find the 
light of the world born in Bethlehem . . . .and be transformed from  
darkness into light.  
 
Liturgy for Holy Communion 
Sharing of the Bread and the Wine 
Prayer after Holy Communion  
 

Closing Video                          iWorship
     

*Benediction                     Pastor Jodie 
The Apostles Creed Spoken Together  
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